On UMass letterhead:

January 2003

Dear Examiner,

We thank you in advance for the special effort you are putting forth to do an extended Language Sample with your participant or participants for the DELV Standardization.

These will give us another broad perspective on the child’s language patterns.

The DELV authors have prepared this booklet to help insure that all the language samples are as uniform and complete as possible.  We also welcome your feedback that we can share with the other examiners.

This packet includes the general guidelines for the Language Sample, as well as the script  and some materials for it

Thank you again for your cooperation in this very important part of the study.

Sincerely,

Barbara Zurer Pearson, Ph.D.

Research Associate, NIH Project Manager 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LANGUAGE SAMPLE 

FOR THE DELV STANDARDIZATION VALIDITY STUDY

Requirements for study: Child must be 5 or 6 years old and must have taken the DELV prior to participating in the Language Sample Study.

Goal of the Language Sample: To obtain at least 100 utterances in different genres from the child (excluding “yes” “no” “hmm” etc).   

Materials Provided by Examiner:

*
audiotape recorder

*
materials to establish rapport (e.g., toys, a puzzle, books)

Materials Provided by The Psychological Corporation:

(Most of the materials can be used with several children, if you are doing a language sample for more than one child.  There are 2 items which cannot be re-used and so several are included in the pockets of the packet.  Please feel free to copy them if you need more of them.)

*
audiotape cassette (one for each child)

*
a packet from the DELV authors including the following:

*
     the general guidelines

*
     the script (for part 2 of the sample)

*
     the pictures for one of the stories

*
     pictures for the occupations

            *
     the problem solving task



a drawing of a house with various other elements (5 copies)



a small box of crayons (please remove the red crayon from the box, but have it handy). 


*
The Pragmatics Checklist (5 copies)

LANGUAGE SAMPLE GUIDELINES


The DELV Validity language sample should be about 30 minutes long.  We suggest the following use of time:

1.  The first 10 minutes should be devoted to general play activities with the child, with quiet toys or art supplies.  

2.  The second 10-minute segment should be devoted to following the script from the DELV authors.

3.   Then one can finish up for the final 10 minutes with more play activities with small dolls and props for symbolic play.

Tips for the language sample:


Use only QUIET toys during the elicitation.


Try to follow the child’s lead as much as possible in choosing topics.


Ask open-ended questions, not quick yes and no questions.


Be sure that the child is speaking more than you are.


Be generous with positive feedback.



Be sure to smile a lot. 

If at all possible, use a separate microphone (like a lapel mike) rather than the one that is built in to the tape recorder.

THE SCRIPT

Step 1.
Prior to beginning the testing session be sure to prepare the necessary materials. Write the child’s name, date of birth, and your name on the cassette label (both on the tape itself and on its box).  Label the box with the words “DELV Language Sample.” Then insert the cassette into the audiotape recorder and confirm that the microphone is working.  Take the box of crayons and remove the red crayon and place it out of the child’s field of view.

Part I.   The warm-up 

Step 2.
The examiner should establish rapport with the child introducing him or her to you and the situation. 

Step 3.
Once rapport is established and the child is relaxed, turn on the audiotape recorder. Be sure to say the child’s name, date of session and date of birth into the tape so that the child can be identified later.  

Step 4.  The elicitation should be conducted using whatever means the examiner is most comfortable with (e.g., playing with toys, putting together a puzzle, etc.).

Part II.  The scripted portion

Step 5
In the process of administering the Language Sample there are some conversation topics that need to be covered. The script in A to E below covers the necessary features.

A.
Expository Language:  

Ask the child to explain how to make a peanut butter and jelly sandwich. (If child doesn’t eat PB&J, then “What kind of sandwich do you eat? How do you make that?”)

B.
Picture-based narrative:  

Hand the child the pictures for the story and ask the child to tell you a story for the pictures.  If the child’s story is very brief, ask questions to elicit more information and language.

C.
Open-ended narrative:  

Ask the child, “Have you ever gotten in trouble? Have you ever been hurt? Tell me about it.” Or positive experiences: “Have you ever been really happy, sad, or mad? What were you doing?” “Have you been on a trip?  Where was it?  What was it like?”

D.
Elicitation of expressions for “habitual” activities:  

Give the child a set of pictures of occupations for the child to describe. Say “What does this person do?”  If the child just gives a label for the occupation, follow up by asking, “What does the  _______ do?”

E.
Problem-solving task:

Place the enclosed picture of a house in front of the child.   Say “Here’s a picture of a house and some other things.” Ask the child to do the following things.

1.
Color the door red. (but there’s no red crayon in the box). (child has to notice and ask)

2.
Circle 2 objects in the picture that are silly. 

3.
Color the grass green.

4.
Color the cat yellow (but it’s a dog, there is no cat).

 If the child doesn’t notice problems or solves them “creatively,” please acknowledge verbally the manner in which the problem was solved so it will be recorded in the transcription.

Part III.  Follow-up

Step 6.
  Resume toy play if time allows and if the goal of more than 100 child utterances has not been reached.  This is a good time to encourage symbolic play from the child.

Step 7.
When the Language Sample is completed, please fill out the Pragmatics Checklist  and enclose it with your tape.

